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oft tissue injury cases are plagued with challenges. The injury can-
not be proven objectively with an X-ray, malingerers have tar-
nished the credibility of the entire claim category, and initial settle-

ment offers can be pitifully low.

As a result, these common claims will test your resourcefulness.
Special techniques are required, and you can find them in John
Tarantino’s Litigating Neck & Back Injuries. His practical book is filled
with creative strategies for making the injury more tangible, and model
forms for improving your advocacy.

Proving what seems unprovable
Injury diagnosis and proof
û 16 objective tests of the severity of soft tissue injuries.

§1:300

û Checklists for determining sources of neck and back

pain.  §3:60

û The biomechanics of whiplash injuries, with extensive

citations to medical journals. §3:220

û A checklist of symptoms associated with neck and back

pain. §3:240

û Common defense tactics to claims of closed head

injuries. §3:370

û Measuring and documenting pain and suffering. §8:70

Settlement
û A checklist of damage claims to consider in all neck and

back injury cases. §1:230

û Tips for dealing with adjusters. §8:120

û Questions to help elicit all aspects of the injury from the

treating physician. §8:160

û Overcoming the special problems of the soft tissue

injury case. §8:240

û Dealing with lowball settlement offers. §8:290

û Avoiding taxation problems in non-physical tort cases.

§8:541

Pretrial
û A table of causes of action correlated to likely defen-

dants. §1:350

û Sample complaints. §1:360

û Neutralizing the ‘independent’ defense medical expert.

§8:610

û Model questions for deposing the IME. §9:310

û Outline for deposing the defendant. §9:330

û Request for Production, Memorandum in Opposition to

Physical Examination, Plaintiff’s Motion to Bar

Evidence of Pre-existing Injury. §§9:430-520

û Three different opening statements that can be used to

introduce pre-existing injuries. §1:190

û Sample foundations for admitting x-rays, CT scans,

MRIs, and thermographic and spinoscope evidence.

§§3:470-540
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Interviewing the Client and Filing the Case
Initial Interview: Preparation and Obtaining Information;
Special Problems; Establishing Damages; Types of Damages;
Documenting Damages; Client Diary; Drafting Complaints

Anatomy of the Neck and Back
Spinal Column: Anatomy and Injury; Nervous System: Spinal
Cord, Nerve Roots and Relationship of Spinal Nerves and
Intervertebral Discs

“It does not require a medical degree to follow 
this discussion.”

– Lawyers Weekly USA Review

Diagnosing Neck and Back Injuries
Examination; Testing Individual Nerve Roots; Objective and
Subjective Findings; Common Injuries and Diseases;
Whiplash Injuries; Fractures; Temporomandibular Joint Pain
Syndrome; Head Injuries; Spinal Shock; Discs; Thoracic
Outlet Syndrome; Diagnostic Studies; X-Rays; EMG;
Tomography, CAT and CT Scans; Myelograms; Cervical Disk
Distention Test; MRI; Thermography; Diagnosing Spinal
Lesions

Treating Neck and Back Injuries
Traction; Drugs; Physical Therapy and Manipulation; Other
Forms of Treatment; Justifying Surgery; Conditions Requiring
Surgery; Psychological Treatment; Elements of Chronic Pain
Syndrome;  Results of Chronic Pain; Chiropractic Medicine

Evaluating Permanent Impairment
Disability Ratings; Back; Peripheral Spinal Nerves; Physical
Aspects and Vocational Effects of Evaluation

Investigation of the Case
Role of Investigator; Gathering and Preserving Evidence;
Testimonial Evidence; Witness Statements and Depositions;
Non-Testimonial Evidence

The Physician
Communicating With Treatment Physicians: Plaintiff and
Defense Contact; Medical Reports and Records; Physician
Office Records; Hospital Records

Dealing With Defense Team: Insurers, Defense Counsel
and Impartial Medical Experts
Valuing the Case; Economic and Non-Economic Loss; The
Adjuster; Role of Case Reserves; Preparing Medical Support;
Presenting the Claim; Settlement; Negotiation; Structured
Settlements; Settlement Fund Management Trust; Tax
Strategies; Joint Tortfeasors; Impartial Medical Experts;
Plaintiff’s Insurance Carrier

Pretrial Procedures
Developing a Discovery Plan; Types of Information to
Discover; Experts; Indemnity and Insurance; Surveillance
Evidence; Electronic Media Discovery; Interrogatories;
Depositions; Videotape Depositions; Production Requests;
Requests for Admission; Requests for Physical and Mental
Examinations; Pretrial Motions

Preparing for Trial and Appeal
Voir Dire; Jury Selection; Opening Statement; Presenting
Evidence; Testimonial Evidence; Expert Witnesses; Non-
Testimonial Evidence; Videographics; Showing Damages;
Closing Argument; Jury Instructions; Preserving Record for
Appeal; Appellate Advocacy

Companion Forms CD
Our Forms CD will expedite your neck and back injury case

preparation by putting more than 60 easy-to-
use forms from the book at your fingertips.
The disk is free with your order.

The Author
John A. Tarantino is a trial attorney, partner and
Chairman of the Litigation Department with the firm of
Adler Pollock & Sheehan in Providence, Rhode Island.
He lectures frequently on trial techniques and has
authored numerous books, including Personal Injury
Forms (James Publishing).
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Lawyers Weekly USA says…

“To counter concerns of malingering, Tarantino surveys methods to cor-
roborate the plaintiff’s complaints, including daily self-reporting, person-
ality tests, and the DSM-IV criteria for chronic pain syndrome.”

“The busy lawyer will also benefit from Tarantino’s chapters on trial
preparation, which include a wealth of model documents, including
requests for medical records and reports, demand letters, interrogatories,
expert deposition checklists, voir dire questions, opening statements, and
closing arguments.”

Page B14, Issue 174

Medical explanations, charts and
diagrams will help you prove dam-
ages, explain injuries, analyze diag-
nostic test results and win larger
awards for your client.

Practice tips, checklists, and forms
help you move efficiently through
discovery to a fair settlement.
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Yes, send me one copy of Litigating Neck & Back Injuries with an invoice for $99 plus shipping. I may
return the book within 30 days if not satisfied. Send me annual updates on the same 
30-day review basis. I may cancel the update service at any time.

MMaximize neck and back injury awards with this 
practical collection of battle-proven pleadings, 

discovery documents and questionnaires, practice 
checklists, demonstrative evidence, and novel techniques. This
affordable book-and-disk package will help you:

û Deal with skeptical insur-
ance adjusters 

û Quantify pain and suffering
û Estimate future lost wages
û Win the plaintiff’s physician

over
û Refute common defenses

û Understand and explain
medical test procedures

û Challenge medical exam
results

û Depose and cross-examine
medical experts

û Depose and cross-examine
the defendant

û Overcome proof problems
û And much more
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